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Governor Baker Nominates Karen A. McCarthy of Longmeadow to the 
Parole Board 
 
BOSTON – Today, Governor Charlie Baker nominated Attorney Karen A. McCarthy of 
Longmeadow as a member of the Parole Board. Attorney McCarthy has 27 years of 
legal experience. 
 
“Attorney McCarthy’s dedication to service in public safety in the Hampden County 
District Attorney’s Office over many years makes her a well-qualified nominee for a 
position on the Parole Board,” said Governor Charlie Baker. “I am pleased to submit 
her name to the Governor’s Council for their advice and consent.”   
 
“Attorney McCarthy’s hands-on legal experience in the public sector will allow her to 
be an effective member of the Parole Board,” said Lieutenant Governor Karyn Polito. 
“If confirmed, I am confident that she will serve all parties with the fairness this 
position demands.” 
 
The Massachusetts Parole Board resides within the Executive Office of Public Safety 
and is authorized to grant paroles and supervise parolees. The seven members of the 
Parole Board are appointed by the Governor with the advice and consent of the 
Governor’s Council. Members are appointed for five year terms or to fill the 
unexpired term of a prior member. Board members serve on a full time basis. The 
Governor designates one member of the Board as the Chairman, who acts as the 
executive and administrative head of the Board. 
 
For more information about the Parole Board, please visit: 
https://www.mass.gov/orgs/massachusetts-parole-board 
 
Nominations to the Parole Board are subject to the advice and consent of the 
Governor’s Council. 
 
About Karen A. McCarthy: 
 
Attorney Karen A. McCarthy began her 27 year legal career at the Hampden County 
District Attorney’s Office in 1992 as Assistant District Attorney. In 1994, McCarthy 
served as Chief Prosecutor in the Springfield Juvenile Court until 1995. Attorney 
McCarthy served as Chicopee District Court Prosecutor from 1996 to 1997, and 
returned to that role from 2011 to 2014. From 1997 to 2000, Attorney McCarthy 
served as Superior Court Prosecutor. In 2000, she became Springfield District Court 
Violation of Probation Prosecutor, prosecuting individuals arrested while on probation 
and conducting violation of probation hearings until 2011. Since 2014, Attorney 
McCarthy has served as Chief Prosecutor of the Springfield District Court where she 
supervises all staff of attorneys, advocates and support, screens daily arrests, criminal 
charges and warrants for bail consideration, priority prosecution and indictment 
decisions. In that role, she also trains new Assistant District Attorneys. Attorney 
McCarthy earned her Bachelor of Arts from St. Lawrence University and her Juris 
Doctor from Western New England University School of Law. 
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